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YOU'RE 
IN THE 
HOSPITAL. 
THEY 
BROUGHT 
YOU HERE 
AFTER YOU 
FELL LAST 
NIGHT. 








TAKE IT 
EASY, 
YOUR 

ANKLE’S 

BROKEN.../ 





































































































Jo OOF... | 
_ I GUESS. || 
MY HEAD © 
HURTS... 

A BIT... 








T'LLGO TAKING 


SEE IF I. CAN HIS TIME. 
FIND HIM, 








Vas 





hae 


























= 








PN 



































YOU KNOW, 
WHEN YOU 
HAD YOUR 


ACCIDENT, 
I WAS... 






























































































THINK 
IT’S 
BECAUSE 
YOU HIT 
YOUR 
HEAD? 




















UGH, 
MUST BE! 
—| LOSING PARTS 
OF YOUR 
MEMORY IS A 
REAL THING, 
HUH... 








I DON’T 

COME BACK ff SEEM TO 
_f REMEMBER 
THEN WE 
CAN TALK, ANYTHING 


OnE? ABOUT 




































































































FORGET 
THAT! 
TELL ME 
ABOUT 
KAORU- 
SAN! 





THE 
DOCTOR’S 
SEEING 
HER NOW. 





SHE 
SEEMS 
PERFECTLY 
ALERT. 
LOOKS LIKE 
SHE’LL BE 
FINE. 
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I MEAN, 
1 HEARD OH, THANK 
SHE WAS BOE. 
UNCON- 

SCIOUS... 


ok 
COULDN'T 
SLEEP AT 
ALL LAST 
NIGHT. 





RELIEVED, 
MY LEGS 
GAVE 
OUT... 





























KAORU-SAN 
CAN BE SO 
CARELESS 

SOMETIMES! 


AS FAR AS 
HER BROKEN 
ANKLE... 











wal THINK 
WE SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
DISCHARGE 
HER A WEEK 
OR SO AFTER 
BUT SURGERY. 
IT'LL TAKE 
ABOUT THREE 
MONTHS 
TO HEAL 
COMPLETELY. 





























SHE’LL 
NEED A 
WHEELCHAIR 
OR CRUTCHES 
AND FOR HER 
IHOPE DAY-TO-DAY 
SHE’LL GET ACTIVITIES. 
THE EXTRA 
SUPPORT 
SHE NEEDS 
AT HOME. 


OF 
COURSE, 
DOCTOR. 













) | OH, AND 
A SOMETHING 
SCAN WAS 


«oe SHE 
CLEAR 
SEEMS BUT... 


TO BE 
SHOWING 
SIGNS OF 

MINOR 
MEMORY 
LOSS. 













YES, 
I 
NOTICED 


SHE 
says sue THAT. 


_. ss DOESN'T 
sok THINK A 4 REMEMBER 
CONSULTATION Ly THE FALL 
WITH OUR AT ALL... 
NEUROSURGEON 
MAY BE 
IN ORDER. 


JUST IN 


THAT’S 
A FAIRLY 
COMMON 
SYMPTOM 
IF SHE WITH 
DOESN'T CRANIAL 
SHOW IMPACTS. 
SIGNS OF 
IMPROVE- 
MENT 
WITHIN A 
FEW DAYS, 
THOUGH... 





OF 
COURSE... 
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Spiers 
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T’LL 
FILL YOU 
IN NEXT 

TIME. 



















































































CALL ME IF 
ANYTHING 
COMES UP. 


UH... 
NOT SURE. 
I DON’T SEE 
IT AROUND 


WELL, HERE. 


USE THE 
HOSPITAL’S 
PHONE IF & 


YOU NEED | 
TO. 
















SEE 
YOU 
LATER! 









































SH) 





THANKS, 












































































































































BUT IT 
LOOKS 
LIKE 
I MISSED 
VISITING 
HOURS. 





ARE 
YOU HERE 
TO VISIT OH, 


HELLO! 


YOU'RE 
KAORU’S 
LITTLE 
SIs, 
AREN’T 


IT’S 
TOO BAD. 
ANYWAY, 
I’M HEADING 
HOME NOW. 





«+ COMING 
BACK 
TOMORROW, 
IF THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
YOU'D LIKE 
ME TO GIVE 
HER? 


NO 


I CAN GIVE 
I YOU ONE 
PICKED MORE THING 
IT UP WHILE I’M 
YESTERDAY HERE? 
AND FORGOT 
TO GIVE IT 
BACK. 

















REALLY? 


NICE 
TO KNOW 
I DIDN'T 

COME HERE 

FOR 

NOTHING, 


























F You don't 
Mind jw 
asking... 


























I WAS THE OH. 








ONE WHO WHY DO 
CALLED THE iad ge 
AMBULANCE. MENTION? see 





I WAS THERE 
WHEN KAORU 
GOT HURT 
YESTERDAY. 


ee ee ee ew we ww ww we ew 










I'M SO 












ANYONE GRATEFUL FOR 
4, WOULD. IE ec YOUR SWIFT 
Z| WAVE DONE eee ACTION! THANKS 
re Eon: a SISTER DIDN'T 
ee are SUFFER ANY 


ABOUT TO CAN'T MAJOR 
SWEAR A LIFE , ; THANK YoU _ INJURIES! 
DEBT TO ME ENOUGH! 
OR SOME- 
THING... 










YOU’RE 
THE EXACT 
OPPOSITE OF 
THAT BROTHER 
OF YOURS. 





UTA-CHAN, 
YOU'RE 
SO PUT- 
TOGETHER. 
I’M QUITE 
IMPRESSED! 


OH, I’M... 
NOTHING 
SPECIAL... 


ly 
a 
1h 


cS 


“atl 


WHOOPS, 
LOOK AT 
THE TIME. 
I HAVE 
SOMEWHERE 
TO BE. 











T 


HAVE BEEN 
THAT WEIRD IF 
ONEE-CHAN 


=z 
a 
= 
2 
ce) 
= 
= 


I WERE HER 


Mines 





WEREN'T 
IN YOUR 
ROOM. 

I LOOKED 
EVERY- 
WHERE! 








UTA: ok 
CHAN! SAY 
SOMETHING 
WHEN YOU'RE 
STANDING | | EEE- 


- BEHIND S ~ \ YIPES! 


I DIDN'T | 
HEAR YOU 
AT ALL! 










































A FRIEND 
OF YOURS 
GAVE THIS TO 
ME AS I LEFT 
LAST NIGHT. 


TDN 
= 
= 
















RRR RRR RRR ; mS sue’s 
seo ALWAYS 
BUSY. IT 





GUESS 
I 















SHE HAD FORGOT 
GLASSES HER 




















WAS SO AND WAS. NAME... 
NICE OF REALLY 
Ane PRETTY, 
AND HAD 
HEN. TIME TO A NICE 
HER VISIT. FIGURE. 








UGH, LIFE 
































WITHOUT 
; A CELL 
THAT’S RiGHT, PHONE IS 
RISAKO-SAN ROUGH 
GAVE ME YOUR NOW. 
PHONE, TOO. DAYS... 





WHAT? 
WHY DID 
SHE...? 








sol 
WAS WITH 
RISAKO... 










SAID 
SHE PICKED 
IT UP 
AFTER THE 
ACCIDENT. 













; SAY 
THAT'S s : 
ests YOUR TESTS 


| DON’T — START 
YOU'RE YOU TOMORROW, 
HAVE 


SO ; 

RIGHT 

STUDIOUS. ay, 
es ned UTA-CHAN? NOTHING. 


AND 
STUDY? 



































HOSPITALS 
ARE 
ESPECIALLY 


+50 
IT WOULD 
MEAN THE 
WORLD IF 
YOU COULD 
STAY WITH 
ME TODAY. 

















OR, 

UH, AM I 
INTERRUPT- 
ING YOUR 
KNITTING? 











































































































































































































Na 





































































I GUESS 
MAYBE I JUST 
ITS... THOUGHT 
BEING OF MY 
HERE MOTHER. 
THAT 
REMINDED 











I KNEW HER 















TOO WELL TO 
oe LET ME WORDS AT 
now STAY LIKE FACE VALUE... 

HER WELL ENOUGH THIS A 
“worms | MALE 


CRYING. 
Q 


ie) 





SEEING HER 
WOUNDED HURTS 
A LOT WORSE THAN 
BEING WOUNDED 
MYSELF... 










IT’S 
WAY, WAY 
WORSE... 








.eAND 
FRUSTRATING. 


























Su AND THATS 


WAS ALLY 
\= COULD.DO: 





Ke (Coula 
Reattu « 





A 


Ke (Could 
Reach You 





SO OFTEN, 
IT’S BETTER 
(6) ma (8) 
KNOW THE 


THAT’S 
WHY WE GO Us: 


AROUND 

HIDING IT 

ALL THE 
TIME. 








WE'LL 
GET THE 
STUFF. YOU 
GO ON 
INSIDE. 

















I DION’/T 
KNOW 
HOW HARD 
IT'D BE 
USING 
ONLY ONE 
LEG... 



































































































































































































































OH, 











GOOD 
IDEA. 
THANKS 
FOR 
TALKING 








TO THEM. 








SHE WENT 
STRAIGHT 
TO GET 
SOME 
GROCERIES 
FOR 




















I TOLD THE 
LANDLORD 
AND THE 
SINCE PERSON DOWN- 


THEY’LL : 
PROBABLY Cane eet ° 


HEAR YOU 
BUMPING 
AROUND UP 
HERE FOR 
A WHILE. 





GOSH, IT’S 
ALREADY 
THAT LATE? 


BETTER 
BRING 
IN THE 
LAUN- 
DRY... 




























NO, 
YOU'D 
BETTER 
ie SIT BACK 
JusT SPLIT THE 






up, WORK. 

















































































































































































YOU EVER 
FIND YOUR 
PHONE? 





















DIDN'T I 
MENTION? 





HUH... 
WELL, 
GLAD YOU 
FOUND I- 











IT WAS 
WITH ONE 
OF THE 
NURSES. SHE 
JUST TOOK 
HER TIME 
GETTING IT 
TO ME. 

















YOU'RE 
SHIVERING. 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT? 


ELL 
MAKE 
YOU SOME 
NICE, HOT 
TEA. 











ALREADY? 
















































































































































SHE 
JUST GOT 


OUT OFTHE | 
HOSPITAL. 
I’M SURE 
SHE’S JUST 
TIRED. 


THAT’S 
NOT HOW 
IT SEEMS 
TO ME... 







































WHAT’S THE 


MATTER WITH 


KAORU-SAN? 







































































I’M 




































































































































































I HATE TO 
WASTE SUCH 

A THOUGHTFUL 
MEAL, BUT I JUST 
DON’T SEEM 
TO HAVE AN 
APPETITE... 














IM 
CONVINCED 
IT HAS 
SOMETHING 
TO DO 
WITH WHY 
SHE WAS 
CRYING. 


YOU GOING 
ANYWHERE... 


eee FOR 
CHRISTMAS? 


HELP, BUT... _/ 


HOW 
ABOUT 
WE HAVE A 
CHRISTMAS 
PARTY AT Bi 
OUR PLACE, «+ TO ALWAYS 
THEN? i ti BE ABLE TO 
\ | SMILE, TO 
BE HAPPY.. 

























SO THAT’S 








KAORU-SAN 






WHY YOU'VE 
“TASK THE BEEN SO KEEN 
MANAGER. ON THOSE 

CHRISTMAS 


RECIPES. 






SHE HAD 
SOME GREAT 
TIPS... 
















«FOR 
HOW TO 
COOK STUFF 
EASILY AT 
HOME. 



















DO YOU 
























HAVE ANY ane 
CHRISTMAS 
PLANS, KURO- FIRED UP. 
CHAN? / EVEN 
THOUGH | 
IT'S JUST | 


= 
Str iy 


| li 
It Hl 











THANKS 
TO YOU, 
I DON’T 


. HAVE TO 
MY PLAN'S TAKE ANY 


TO STUFF 


YOU’RE 
NOT 
GOING TO 
BE WITH 


MIYABI- panel CLASSES. 
CHAN? AT HOME. 








SHE’S 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IN CHARGE 
OF MAKING 
THE CAKES. 

ae SO 

vA AF YEAH, 

f g I WILL. 

Y\ yZ 
MEM neseatn 


45 





YOU 
COULD AT 
LEAST TELL 

EM, I ME WHEN 


KNOW YOU | YOU'RE 
DON'T HAVE == PLANNING 
SOMETHING 
IT IN YOU 
TO TURN LIKE 
ME DOWN, " 
ANYWAY. 













YOU JUST 
SURPRISED ME. 

YOU NEVER 
MENTIONED... 




















































































































































































































































OF 
COURSE 
I DON'T 










MY 





MIND BAKING 
FAMILY THEM WITH 
ALWAYS 
SPENDS 
CHRISTMAS 


1 TOGETHER. 
REALLY 
CAN'T BE 
HERETHAT 
, ON. 








FWIp 


ALWAYS 
MAKES A 
CHRISTMAS 
DINNER THAT’S 
ABSOLUTELY 
DELICIOUS. 




























































































OR OH! 
MAYBE 
YOU'D 
LIKE TO 
COME 
TO OUR 
PLACE, 
CHLOE? 


AND 
YOU DON’T WORRY 
GO ABOUT COMING 
AHEAD IN ON 
AND HAVE == THE 247, 
FUN WITH EITHER. 
YOUR 
FOLKS. 








CHAMPAGNE 


Gosset - BRAM 
So _ 
hed, 


















I’M SO 





































SORRY! 
I WASN'T ABLE Bi 
TO HELP WITH ie 
, THE FOOD OR 

DON'T DECORATIONS MAKE 
WORRY! OR ANY- ALL THIS 
IT’S JUST YOURSELF, 

FOR FUN. UTA- 




































































IT’S NOT 
LIKE HER 
TO DRINK 
QUITE SO 
MUCH. 


J A’RIGHT, 
UTA. 


1 THANKS 

“st FOR 
EVERY- 
THING 
TODAY. 


YEAH, 
THANKS 
FOR YOUR 
HELP, REI- 
KUN. 






































AHH, WELL. 
BETTER GET 
HER TO BED 
SO SHE 
DOESN’T 
CATCH A 
COLD. 













































































































































MERRY 
CHRIST- 
MAS. 





AND 
G/NIGHT. 


LIQUOR, YOU 
WERE SURE 
KNOCKING 

































































HEH... 
IT’S BEEN 
' A WHILE SINCE 
1 I GOT INTO PARTY 
MODE. GUESS 
I HAD A BIT TOO 
MUCH FUN. 















































































BUT YOU 
DID HAVE 
FUN, AND 

THAT'S WHAT / 
COUNTS. / 






tiie. 






to rT) 
| 









































































































































































































































BECAUSE 
THAT SWEET, 
INNOCENT 
SMILE... 


IT 
MAKES 
ME FEEL 
LIKE YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
GO AWAY. 


u 
uU 


ER, AND 
WHY |S THAT 
MAKING YOU 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 





I’M NOT 
GOING 
ANYWHERE. 


























DOESN'T 
MATTER. 


THIS 
YOU'RE 


ORDER 
CHRISTMAS 
CAKE WAS 
MORE THAN 

I COULD 

HANDLE 








YOU'D LET 


JAZZ. 










sw ANY HOPE 7 
THAT SHE'LL : I HAVE 
RETURN MY “ 
FEELINGS. : 

















fi pa 





I THINK 
I’M STILL 
NOT FEELING 
COMPLETELY 
BETTER... 


JUST 


LET ME 
SLEEP FOR 


TODAY. 





























Wu 
\ \ 


YEAH, OF 
COURSE. 








i a a T i ) com 2 


el 








GOOD 

NIGHT. 

SWEET 
DREAMS. 


Ke (Coula 
Reattu « 





A 


Ke (Could 
Reach You 





Bow 


SS 


Z 
Z 
G 
Z 
Z 
% 
Z 


Z 


4 = 
‘ NNF HA VHAgBNownyw = 
4 ZY ss 


\. 


SHOOOm 


DOs 
EXNSSS 


> 








































































































































































































































































































































































































ALL THIS 
WORRYING IS 
EXHAUSTING. 






IT’S 
A LITTLE 
BURNT, BUT 
I THINK IT 
SHOULD BE 
EDIBLE. 










woo THEN 
I SHOULD 
JUST COME. 
QUT AND 
| ds SK-RELKU 
? Aol? 


wi 
















































THAT’S 
ESSENTIALLY 
A COMPLAINT, 

RIGHT? 




























































































































































LIVED WITH 












ENOUGH... 
CAPABLE 
OF BEING 






SNEAKY. 








Mune > \ “yk N Nw 
| __ SOr'M 


SURE... 


v7+ WHATEVER 


~~ ~ HAPPENED 
ee 








hae JUST THAT DAY. 
BE JUMPING TO 
CONCL USIONS. = 





re MNGi 





WHAT’S 
THE 
MATTER? 























AMI SO WHY... 
HESITATING? 






















































IF 
YOU... 
DON’T 




















I WANT 
TO TALK 
ABOUT 
SOME- 
THING. 




















WHEN 
YOU GET 
BACK 
TONIGHT, 

lL. 































BUT 
IT’S THE 
END OF 
THE YEAR. 
YOU BUSY 
AND UTA SEASON. 
GO AHEAD I'LL BE 
AND EAT PRETTY 
DINNER, LATE. 


OKAY? 








‘COURSE 





NOW 


I HAVE 
TO TALK 
TO HIM. 
I HAVE 
TO TRUST 
HIM... 








THE 
LOCK. 



















































































HUH. 
= WHERE’S 
v / UTA S 
ISN’T CHAN? 
\\ | <> SHE UP 














YET? 












































THAT’S 
SOME 
WILD 








EARLY- 
MORNING 
CONVENIENCE- 
STORE RUN? 


AHH! 
CHRISTMAS, 
THE PERFECT 
I JUST y- EXCUSE TO 
TO. WENTTO YOU'VE -~ » SNEAK OUT 
Have KURO- GOT |. : 
DN  _CHAN’S!_—sIT ALL 


} earine WRONG! |: 


CON- 


“\ TEST... 



















ee 
hes 
WANT 
Mee 

Y'KNOW, 

Pcl 

















iat 
oon 

Bax 
| CHRISTMAS, 





eee 
agit 
LET US KNOW 
THE NEXT TIME 
YOU'RE STAYING 
pea 


mee 
SHUT TS 
anette 

ve 














me by? 
NETO 


mee 














el 

ye 
oye 
gies 


; . \\ 
\ 





ange 
Wi WERE 
Pe Lie 
MS FANE: 


i hi 
uv 


¥/ 


seine, 
SPAY 

ae 
EEEXTRA HARD 

oie ace 
EMAMNG 
CLEANING! 


+O) 





I ALMOST 


SORRY 
ABOUT FORGOT. 


HOW 
DRUNK 
I GOT LAST 




















I KIND OF 
EMBAR- 
RASSED 

MYSELF... 



















I WAS A os eo, te \ SES Hee 

JUST GLAD J a 

TO SEE YOU 
ENJOYING 
YOURSELF 

SO MUCH. 





I REALLY 
DID. THANK 
YOU SO 
MUCH. 
















































































































































































GRABBED 
A BITE HERE 
AND THERE 
WHILE I WAS 

WORKING. 

I’M FINE. 














YOU'VE 
EATEN? 









































I’M GONNA 
TAKE A BATH, 
OKAY? 











































































































a23t 
SE =F8 
=2oa 
=Ooreat 





















































































WHO 
COULD IT 
BE AT THIS 





S-SORRY, 
I SHOULD 
TAKE THIS. 



























































HE 
SAID TO 
COME HOME 
AS SOON AS 
VACATION 
STARTS. 


DID 
SOMETHING 
HAPPEN? 


Pa Al 


REALLY? 
WHAT 
DID HE 
WANT? 


| 


7 " = 





] 
\ 2 





















































YOU IF HE HAS 
MAKE IT TO CALL ME 
SOUND WHEN WE’VE 
LIKE HE’S THEN BARELY BEEN 

NOT EVEN SPEAKING... 
I GUESS 
FAMILY... SO 


HOLD 
DOWN THE 
FORT HERE 
UNTIL THE 
NEW YEAR, 

OKAY? 


THEN 
AGAIN... 

I GUESS IT 
WON’T BE EASY 
FOR YOU ON 
CRUTCHES. 

















SO-TLL 
GO BY 
MYSELF. 
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YOU DON’T 
WANT ME TO 
COME WITH 
YOU? 





























WELL, 

























IT’S THE 
fenity NEW YEAR'S 
MIGHT THINK 
WE DON'T GREETINGS. 
KNOW HOW TO 






BE POLITE, 
OR- 




















THIS IS 
JUST MY 
DAD BEING 
A SELFISH 
JERK. 















KAORU, 
YOU ONLY 
KNOW WHAT 
MY FAMILY’S 
LIKE ON THE 
SURFACE. 


























MAYBE 
I REALLY 
DON’T 
KNOW. 















THEN 
UP UNTIL 


NOW... (i 
«HOW 


FRAGILE HAS 
OUR BOND 
REALLY BEEN. 





EVEN THOUGH 
I MARRIED THE 
PERSON I LOVE MOST, 
THERE WAS A PART 
OF ME THAT WASN’T 
FULFILLED. 
AND I’M 
SURE WE 
BOTH BEAR / | 


/ 















































I NEED 
TO GO 
BACK... 





vee TO WALKING 
TOGETHER LIK 
WE DID: WHE: 









A BOND 
WITHOUT 
THE DOUBTS. 





THAT’S 
WHAT 
I WANT. 





I’M DONE 
WITH THE 
wow, TUB, THE 


BATHROOM, 
ALREADY? <THE TOILET, 


YOU’RE on AND THE 
QUICK! NC KITCHEN! 


MESSIER 
AROUND 
HERE THAN 
WHEN YOU 
STARTED. 


WHOOPSIE! | 


YOU'VE 
NEVER I MEAN, I WAS 
LOOKED LOOK ORGANIZING 
LESS AT THIS! THE PHOTOS, 
LADY- DOESN’T "OG | BUT IT KIND 
LIKE, « THIS TAKE 1 hope? \ OF GOT AWAY 
YOU BACK? went FROM ME... 





WHAT'S 
THIS 
DOING 
WHY Ere? 
DO WE 
EVEN 
STILL 


HAVE 
THIS 
PIC- 


a 
Cause 
You look 


(ee 




































THERE'S HEY... 
SOME KIND 
OF MONEY 
HIDDEN IN 
HERE. DID 
YOU KNOW 
ABOUT 
THIS...? 





IT’S GOSH! 


_ a \ | \/ rewarp 







LIKE OUR 
FOR DOING 
ALL THIS 

CLEAN- 
ING! 









| YD TOTALLY 
| FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT THIS. 










eae eae ANYWHERE 
~<<\ 10 GO, UTA- 













“s! x A 
me Nee PERFECT 
vee aN AMOUNT 

Ss Loe |) FOR A 
LITTLE 
TRIP. 










SOMEWHERE 
NO- I CAN JUST 
WHERE RESET. 
TOO 
CLOSE. 
JUST 
YOU 
AND 
ME. 











Ke (Coula 
Reattu « 





A 


Ke (Could 
Reach You 








































































































































































































eae 











IT’S FINE. 
AND EVEN YOUNG 
THERE ARE PEOPLE CAN'T 
SO MANY — STAY AWAKE 
EVENTS AND _—- FOREVER. 
RITUALS TO 
DEAL WITH 
AT THE NEW 
YEAR. 


DIDN'T 
FEEL 
FORCED? 
DIDN'T 


LOOK VERY 
EAGER WHEN 
I SUGGESTED 

THE IDEA. 


FALLING 
ASLEEP 
ON THE 
TRAIN... 


IN FACT, 
I’M THE ONE 
WHO SHOULD 
APOLOGIZE 

FOR STRONG- 

ARMING YOU 

INTO COMING 
WITH ME. 














I'VE NEVER 


BEEN ON A HOT- 


SPRINGS TRIP 
: BEFORE, AND 
FOOT'S PAP \ TWAS REALLY 
(Goons ) HAPPY YOU 
oT aun INVITED ME. 
YET, AND THIS 
WOULD’VE BEEN 
REALLY HARD 
BY MYSELF. 





I’M HAPPY, 
TOO. IT’S 
GREAT THAT 
WE CAN BE 
TOGETHER, 
UTA-CHAN. 


96 


I GUESS cattle SURE WE HAD 


I WAS JUST yey TO LEAVE IN 
DYING TO 


GET AWAY. 


Y'KNOW? 


I'VE BEEN 
COOPED UP 
SINCE MY 
INJURY... 


I GET 
rustnope NT: Df 
__| -OONTGE 
ASO INTHE WAY. 








HEALING 





HUH? 
DID I SAY 
SOMETHING 
WRONG...? 


THIS TRAIN 
WILL SOON 
ARRIVE 
AT THE 
TERMINAL 
STATION. 


YOU'RE 
SO SWEET, 
I ALREADY 

FEEL BETTER 
JUST FROM 
LOOKING 

AT YOU, 

UTA-CHAN! 


REALLY? 
BUT I'VE 
ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 


YOU'RE 
LYING 
FOR 
SURE! 





VRMMEG) 























A DISTANT 
GETAWAY THAT’S 
FINE BECAUSE 
I’M JUST HER 






ALL 


RIGHT! 
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SIGN: SOBA 










































































AH! 
I CAN'T 
WAIT FOR A 
DIP IN THE 
BATH! 
d 











































SURE YOU'RE 
GONNA BE OKAY 
IN A BIG PUBLIC 
BATH WITH YOUR 
LEG LIKE THAT? 
YOU WON'T SLIP 

AND FALL? 





a: 
ZAP 


7 










eect 





I HAPPEN 
TO HAVE 
THOUGHT 
OF THAT! 

















































AN 
OUTDOOR 
BATH 
ATTACHED 
TO OUR 
ROOM! 




































































FULLY, IT 
LOOKS BIG 
ENOUGH 
FOR THE 
BOTH 
OF US. 


















































IT WAS 
RIGHT 
THERE, 
I’M SURE 
IT WAS! 


YOU 
SAW IT, 
DIDN’T 

YOU? 


YOU MEAN, 
YOU GUESS? 
IT WAS REALLY 
BRIGHT, AND- 





























C’MON, 
YOU CAN'T 
BE EMBAR- 

RASSED 
FOREVER! 


AGE ARE 
ALWAYS 
SO SHY! 


























YOU'RE 
NOT EVEN 
LOOKING 

AT THE 
SCENERY, 

UTA- 
CHAN! 




















veel 
APPROPRIATE 
NO MATTER 
HOW OLD 
YOU GET! 


WELL, 
I GUESS 
THAT’S 
KIND OF 
TRUE... 














TVEBEN A 3 ee DON’T 
SEEING YOU es a GET WHY 
¥ J bi a er “ 27 YOU'RE 
NAKED SINCE ae at SP a 
YOU WERE Gax ge ge DE 
UTA-CHAN. //7/, 7) —~ \ | BASHFUL. 


| MI se ~ 
Cm. ay 








| . | ASI 
IT HASN'T RECALL, 


CHANGED IN 
AND : YOU HAVE A 
ALL THESE I THINK } 4  THREE-STAR- 


YEARS, HAS 
ARs; ! SHAPED 
T? LET YOU'RE BIRTHMARK 


ME HAVE AN OUTIE, ON YOUR 
YEAH? RIGHT BUTT 

CHEEK, AM 

I RIGHT? 


GEEZ, 

I CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
YOU RE- 
MEMBER 
THAT... 





HEY 


STOP, THAT 
TICKLES, wal 


OH! LOOK, 
ONEE-CHAN, 
ANOTHER 
SHOOTING 
STAR! QUICK, 
MAKE A 
WISH! 


























YOU HAVE 
ANY OF 
THOSE, 

ONEE- 
CHAN? 


I DON’T 
THINK YOU 
HAVE TO BE 

AN ADULT TO 
BE WORRIED 
ABOUT 
THINGS... 


IT’S 
LIKE ALL 
MY WORRIES 
AND CARES 
JUST GOT 
WASHED 





LIKE ABOUT 
| CHRISTMAS? | uy 






















































































I SAW 
HOW PUFFY 
YOUR EYES 

WERE... 





BUT 
MI YOU DIDN’T 
REALLY SAY ANYTHING 
THAT HARD ~=—s- TO ME. I FELT 
TO LEAN SO LEFT OUT. 
ON? 


YOU 
WERE 
CRYING 
AND AT THE 
YOU HOSPITAL. 
WOULDN'T 
TELL ME 
THE REAL 
REASON 
WHY, 














THAT YEAH? 
MAKES 

TWO 
OF US, 
ONEE- 


| 
gee’ eas 


< 


NOT ONE 
TO TALK. 


















IF I WANT 
YOU TO LEAN 
ON ME, MAYBE 
I HAVE TO 
STEP A LITTLE 
CLOSER TO 
YOU FIRST. 




































































































THE 
REASON 
I WAS 
CRYING... 

















IT’S 
BECAUSE 

I THOUGHT 
I SAW A 

CRACK IN MY 

TRUST WITH 

REIICHI-KUN. 






































RSS VES aN: 
BX SSE PD 





oe HE IT FINALLY 
DOESN’T OCCURRED 
QUITE TRUST TO ME THAT 
ME LIKE A MAYBE... 
MEMBER EVEN NOW... 


OF HIS 
FAMILY. 



























JUST 
LIKE THINGS 
WITH YOU, 
UTA-CHAN. 














I KNOW 
I CAN BE 
ABIT 
COWARDLY 
SOMETIMES. 








WHEN 
I FEEL LIKE 
SOMEONE 
DOESN’T WANT 
ME TO GET 
TOO CLOSE 
TO THEM 













eroI HESITATE. 
I THINK, IF 







I GO FURTHER, 
T’LL JUST HURT 
THEM. 


























SOUNDS 
NOBLE, LIKE 
I’M DOING IT 






ee Fee FOR THEM, BUT 
PUT THAT IT’S REALLY 






JUST TO 
PROTECT 
MYSELF. 


DISTANCE 
BETWEEN 
MYSELF AND 
OTHERS. 
















BECAUSE I’M 
TERRIFIED OF 



























rs BA AND THEN BEING 
SA Paes 
X J re | > > 

Reese LITTLE BIT. 





























Ag 


Bg 


THAT’S 
THE KIND OF 


RELATIONSHIP [> 


I HAVE WITH 
MY OWN 
\ RELATIVES. 


<a 
SSSA ee 
sy bs sat 
Pees 








SO 
I END UP 
NOT REALLY 
KNOWING 
EVEN 
THE ONES 
I LOVE 
MOST. 


I CAME ON 








SO CALL 


THIS THE FIRST 
STEP ON A NEW 
PATH WITH YOU, 


UTA-CHAN. 





THIS TRIP 
THINKING... 
I WANTED TO 
CHANGE THAT 
PART OF ME 
| BEFORE I GOT 
ANY WORSE. 


THE 
POINT | 


eM NOT 9 
LETTING 
YOU GO 
UNTIL YOU 
SPILL YOUR 
GUTS, UTA- 
CHAN! 


NY YOU'D SHARE 
AT LEAST 
AS MUCH 
AS YOU'RE 
COMFORTABLE 
WITH. 











TI WANT 
TO KNOW 
WHO YOU 
REALLY 




































VN 
Loe 
ee 














THIS 





BUT 
FEELINGS 
\ DON’T GO 
~ AWAY THAT 
EASILY 

















I KNOW 
IT’S SELFISH,  \ 
AND I’M ONLY 
THINKING OF 















oe THAT 
KIND OF 





THINKING’S 

BAD NEWS, 
\ pst HUH? 
\yad Xo 


ge 
out. 




















HEAD OVER 
HEELS IN 
LOVE WITH 
SOMEONE, I 
UNDERSTAND 








I THINK 
YOU FEEL 
WHAT YOU 
















FROM 
CONFESSING uses 
YOUR LOVE 

FOR THE 






TO THIS ve 
BACKLASH ee 
Arges AND REMORSE 


AND FEEL 
THAT'S STILL THAT WILL 


MORE BEARABLE 
THAN THE PAIN 
YOU'RE IN 
RIGHT NOW... 











FEELINGS. 


YOU'RE 
LUCKY TO 
EXPERIENCE 
THAT ONCE, 
IF EVER, IN 
A LIFETIME. 


THOSE 
FEELINGS ARE 
SOMETHING 
WONDERFUL. 








IT’D BE 
A WASTE, 
SPITTING 

73 IT OUT JUST 

3<\| IN HOPES OF 
FEELING 
BETTER. 


THE 
KIND OF 

LOVE YOU'RE 

HELPLESS FOR, 
THAT WRAPS ITSELF 

AROUND YOUR 

HEART AND 

NEVER LETS 


DON'T ' 
THAT’S 
DIMINISH WHAT 


YOU'VE 
FOUND... |< 





WHATEVER 
CHOICE YOU 
MAKE, I’LL 


BE IN YOUR 
CORNER, OKAY, 
UTA-CHAN? 


7{ ALWAYS 
// GOING TO BE 
| with you. 
SO DON’T 
WORRY. 














I’M 
SORRY. 


Ke (Coula 
Reattu « 





A 


Ke (Could 
Reach You 












































WI, 
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DS 
MOU Marsa Pepa 
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SSSA, 















































Tw 


x 
Va 
ve 




























Nay, 
















































































































































































































































































































































































ke THAT WAS 
(t “i, ONE LONG 
M) PRAYER. 


ER, 
YEAH, 
I GUESS. 













MAYBE 
I JUST HAVE 
A LOT TO ASK 
FOR THIS 
YEAR. 


READY FOR 
ENTRANCE 
EXAMS IN 

SPRING. 








yo] JSS oy S0} 


. QUO OOO) 
=~ 


























I THINK 
THAT’S 
HOW MOST 
PEOPLE 
SPEND NEW 
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eg 


ANY- 
IF YOU 
TELL, IT 
WON'T 
COME 
TRUE, 
RIGHT? 


THAT’S 
ALL I’M 
SAYING. 


rll] 





HER FAMILY 
IS WEIRDLY... 
@ FUNCTIONAL. 


SHE’S 
SPENDING NEW 
YEAR’S WITH HER 
RELATIVES. 


// sO 


ON / WHAT 


__\\) Np WERE YOU 


REALLY 





PRAYING 
FOR? 











0 























HEY, 
WHY DIDN‘T 
MIYABI-CHAN 
COME WITH 
YOU TODAY? 



























I AM 
NOT! 











HUH. 

I GUESS A 
BROKEN BONE 
REALLY TAKES 

SOME TIME 

TO HEAL. 





OmnZC4AA0ON 





SHE SAID 
SHE’D PASS. 
IT'D BE TRICKY 
TO GET AROUND 


IN A CROWD 
ON CRUTCHES. 


JUST 
THINKING 
YOU SEEMED 
ALITTLE 
LONELY, 
KURO- 
CH- 











Ps 


\ 


{YW SQEECSGG NGG 










WHAT 
ABOUT YOU? 
WEREN'T 
YOU GOING 
TO INVITE 
KAORU-SAN? 




































































































































































y pif AMON WAM rte. 








ee TLL 
BET YOU 
ALWAYS GET 


SHE 
ASKED ME 













WHY 










BAD LUCK. NOT? ONLY TO GRAB A 
I WOULDN'T PROBLEM FORTUNE 
WANT YOU FOR HER, 
PULLING MY THOUGH. 






FORTUNE. 











I’M FAMOUS 























FOR PICKING 
“GREAT LUCK” 
THAT'S FORTUNES WITH 
NOT THE WORST 
ENCOUR- POSSIBLE 





PREDICTIONS 


AGING. ON THEM. 
























































HOORAY! 






‘GREAT 
LUCK” 
THIS 
YEAR, 
TOO! 










































WAY TO 
OVERSLEEP 
ON THE FIRST 
DAY OF THE 
NEW YEAR. 





























f 









MORNING, 















GETTING 
ALAZY UTA- 
START TO THE ! 
NEW YEAR en 





YOURSELF? 






























































































































































SHE 

SAID SHE 
WAS GOING 
TO GET UP 

AND GO 

RIGHT TO 
THE SHRINE, 

DIDN'T A oek 





SHE? 
















































































































HMM... 




















/ I DIDN'T 
HAVE ANY THIS HOW MANY 
MORNING, SO MOCHI DO YOU 
TW-NO, WANT IN YOUR 
THREE! O-Z6N/? 














,, ‘\ 


— ——— 





























WAS THE 
SHRINE? 




















LESS 
CROWDED 
THAN I 
EXPECTED. 





I'MA 
LOST 
CAUSE... 
I'VE BEEN 
SO BAD AT 
GETTING 
UP EARLY 
THESE 





DAYS. 





I REMEMBER 
ALL THE TIMES 
I WOULD SEE 
YOU RUSH OFF 
TO SCHOOL IN A 
PANIC BECAUSE 
YOU WERE RUN- 
NING LATE. 





YOU 
REMEMBER 
THAT? 

, BOO! 








IT’S THE 

VERY FIRST 
DAY OF THE 
YEAR. MAYBE 
MOST PEOPLE 
ARE LIKE YOU- 
THEY’D RATHER 

SLEEP IN/ 


HUH? 

I DIDN'T 
THINK YOU 
WERE EVER 
A MORNING 

PERSON. 


OH, 
YEAH, 
DID YOU 
GETA 
FORTUNE 
FOR ME? 





























FIRST BAD AT 

FORTUNE : 
LEVERGET, | ay 
AND IT’S FOR | = 

SOMEONE 
ELSE. SUCKS, 
HUH...? 










































WISHES: WON'T 
COME TRUE. 
SICKNESS: WON’T 
RECOVER QUICKLY. 
LOST ITEMS: WON’T 
BE FOUND AGAIN. 
BUSINESS: WON’T 
PROFIT... 


ene... 


BUT, 
LIKE, THE 
PREDICTIONS 


THEMSELVES 
ARE PRETTY 
ROSY 
SOMETIM- 








NAH, 
I WANT TO 


I BROUGHT 
IT HOME SO 


THIS 
I5 THE 


VISIT THE YOU COULD WORST 
SHRINE, SEE IT. FORTUNE 
700. WANT ME TO 
GO LEAVE I'VE EVER 
IT BACK SEEN... 
AT THE 
SHRINE? eee 
shred of 
sO geod news! 
I CAN we 
DO IT oon 
MYSELF. 























I’LL 
GET THE 
DISHES. YOU 
JUST SIT 
DOWN. 
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YIKES! 







YOU 
ALL 
RIGHT? 


GOSH... 


FORTUNES - oe a 
KNOW =. SORRY. 
WHAT ~ : 

THEY'RE oo THERE 
TALKING ~~ WAS THIS 
ABOUT. SHOOTING 



















































































SIT DOWN 
AND LET ME 
HANDLE IT. 
OTHERWISE 
YOU “WON'T 
RECOVER 
QUICKLY.” 


I GOT 
US BOTH 
CHARMS 

AT THE 
SHRINE. 


PACKET: “CHARM” 
CHARM: “HEALTH” 


THOUGHT- 











YES, THE 

PAIN’S ALL FEELING 

GONE. BETTER 
NOW? 


HERE! 

I GOT YOU 
ONE FOR 
GOOD 
HEALTH. 














































GOSH, 
I DON’T 
THINK YOU 
NEED A 
CHARM 


THE 
EXAM 
LIFE IS 
GETTING 
REAL, 
HUH? 


SORRY. 
I DIDN'T 
MEAN 
ITWAS TO. 
SITTING 
OUT THERE 
ON YOUR 
DESK. 








AND WHAT 
DID YOU 
GET FOR 

YOURSELF? 








YOU'RE OH, 
GOING TO BE YEAH! 
LOOKING AT 

COLLEGE 
ADMISSIONS 
BROCHURES 
AND EVERY- 

THING... 


SO... UH- 
DOES HUH. 
THIS MEAN 
YOU SAW 
THE ONE 
IN MY 
ROOM? 












I’M 





















HOPING 
FOR SOME- 
PLACE WITH 
I FIGURE A DORM, AND 
I'VE BEEN IDEALLY SOME 
ENOUGH OF SCHOLAR- 
A DRAG ON SHIPS. 


YOUR HOME 


















SPEAKING 
OF REI-KUN, 
WHEN /S 
HE COMING 
HOME? 


HERE I WAS 
HOPING TO GO 
TO THE SHRINE 

WITH REIICHI- 
KUN WHEN HE 
GOT BACK. 


WOULDN'T 
BE SURPRISED 
IF WE HEAR 
FROM HIM 
SOON... 























NEW YEAR’S 
ALMOST THREE 
DAYS OLD, AND 
T HAVEN’T DONE 
A DARN THING. 









































UH-HUH, 
HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! 










































































































































































REIICHI- 
KUN SAYS 
HE’LL BE 

BACK 

ON THE 

FOURTH. 





I GUESS 

HE WANTS 

YOU TO TALK 

GOING TO YOU. 
TO BE 


\\ HOME? 
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IS IT 
SOMETHING 
HE CAN’T TELL 
ME ON THE 











MUST 
BE PRETTY 
IMPORTANT. 











HE 
SAYS YOUR 
MOM CAME 
HOME. 











I MEAN, 
I CAN'T 
STAY HERE 
MY ENTIRE 
LIFE. 











I WANT TO 
SAVE UP 
AS MUCH 
AS I CAN 
BEFORE I 

REALLY GET 
INTO EXAM 

SEASON. 



































































































































mE Sel 
















‘UTA-CHAN 
SEEMS A. 
LITTLE MORE... 
GROWN UP, 
“ALL OF A 
SUDDEN. 
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WHAT 
IF SHE 
MET THIS / 
FLAME OF | 
HERS AT 
WORK? 








MAYBE IT 
COMES FROM 
BEING IN 
LOVE WITH 
SOMEONE 




















LOTS OF 
GREAT, WELL- 





ESTABLISHED 
PEOPLE COME 



































BUT, WAIT... 
WHAT IF IT’S 
A TEACHER AT 

He 
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HOW 


GRATEFUL | 
I’D BE... eae. 
IF ONLY MY ; 
WHAT-IFS 

THEN WE WERE TRUE... . 

oo 3 | 

STAYED 

TOGETHER . | 

FOREVER, °°. 


ASA FAMILY.’ = °°. 


. 






















































































































































Ke (Coula 
Reattu « 





Been 


gone for ten 

















| days 











161 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 


HELPLESS 
WITHOUT 
ME, THAT’S 





| 


—=> 


BUT DON’T 
YOU THINK 
IT’S TIME 
YOU LEARNED 
TO FEND FOR 
YOURSELF 
A LITTLE, 
CHLOE? 

















YOU'RE 
GONNA BE 























A SENIOR IN 
HIGH SCHOOL 
SOON. HOW DO 
YOU PLAN TO 
SURVIVE? 
















































































NO 
SPECIAL 
PLAN. 






AREN’T 
YOU GONNA 
TAKE CARE 
OF ME MY 
WHOLE 
LIFE? 












Wasnt thinking 
that hard about it. 


y 





bt+erword 





You, were 
up to three Thanks 
Volumes for buying 
already, but Volume 3 of 
your author F | Could 
still can’t Reach youl 
leok directly 
at the books 
in the book 
































Maybe 
Id get ; Id love 
Aw, yeah! better iF but Lm to Beatle 
More self | really just a bit fi to enjoy it 
confidence, worked too reserved or gloat 
that would hard on for that. ia a little... 


improving 
be great. myself? 





Special Thanks a: AS if 
[had the 
time! 


Satou-san (Editor) Ceo much 

Kawatani Design-san | trouble!) 

b-cha, Fun, and Upa 
and wy readers! 
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Ke (Could 
Reach You 





Translation Notes 


Christmas, page 43 

In Japan, Christmas is seen as a time to spend with your significant other, while 
New Year's is spent with one’s family. Popular Japanese Christmas foods include 
fried chicken and Christmas cakes. 


Winter Break, page 72 

Japanese schools have a winter break that encompasses the New Year season, 
typically from just after Christmas through the first week of January. Businesses 
also take off the so-called nenmatsu nenshi (“end of one year, beginning of 
another”) period, so it’s often shorter than the school break. Japanese businesses 
often shut down from the very end of December to the first few days of January. 


New Year’s Cleaning, page 74 
The end the year is traditionally considered the time for a deep clean, similar to 
spring cleaning. 


New Year’s Greetings, page 82 

New Year’s greetings are a formality in which people ask others for their 
continued kindness and support in the next year. It’s common, for example, for 
employees to greet their bosses in this way at the start of the year, or for married 
couples to ask for the continued goodwill of their in-laws. 


Yubatake, page 100 

The girls are at Kusatsu Hot Springs, a bath resort in Gunma Prefecture. The 
first several panels on this page depict the yubatake (literally: “hot-water field”), 
a distinctive feature of Kusatsu that supplies much of the city’s hot water. Sai-no- 
Kawara Street, the sign for which is pictured in the last panel on this page, is a 
prominent avenue in the city. 


Yumomti, page 101 

Uta is doing yumomi (literally: “hot-water-stirring”), a traditional practice 
unique to Kusatsu. Long wooden boards are used to stir water fresh from the hot 
springs. Aerating the water in this way allows it to cool down without having 
to add cold water, which would dilute the spring water that is believed to have 
medicinal benefits. 


Shrine Visit, page 127 

Uta is at a Shinto shrine for the tradition of hatsu-méde, the first shrine visit of 
the year. People commonly visit their local shrine in the first few days of January 
to ask the local gods and spirits for protection and favor over the coming year. 
When one visits a Shinto shrine (and not just for hatsu-méde), one tosses a small 
coin into the offering box (the chest Uta is standing in front of in the second 
panel here), then rings the bell two times to get the gods’ attention. (Sometimes 
the supplicant claps twice instead, or in addition.) 


Entrance Exams, page 128 

In Japan, higher education requires students to pass an entrance exam, rather 
than submit applications. Starting in the spring, Uta will be prepping for college 
entrance exams, which typically takes place during the last year of high school 
and simultaneously with regular schoolwork. 


Fortunes, pages 130 

Omikuji, or fortunes, are another common part of a shrine visit in Japan, 
especially at New Year's. There are a number of ways to get your fortune at a 
shrine, but the most traditional is a small wooden box such as that shown here. 
You shake it until a stick comes out, then a shrine employee gives you a slip of 
paper containing your fortune. 


Fortunes on omikuji range from daikichi (“great good fortune”) to daikyou 
(“great bad fortune”). Then there will usually be several brief comments about 
your luck in various categories (travel, business, love, and so on) for the next 
year. This is what Uta means when she says she picks “great luck (daikichi) 
fortunes with the worst possible predictions on them’—the overall fortune 
is good, but the specific predictions are bad. If you get a bad fortune, you're 
supposed to tie it to a tree, or to a special stand built at the shrine for that 
purpose, that way the bad luck won't follow you home. 


Some fortunes are prefaced with the character swé-, for example, suékichi, the 
fortune Chloe draws. Beliefs vary: some people hold that své should be taken 
in its meaning of “the very edge,” and therefore represent the lowest amount of 
good or bad fortune. Others understand swé in its meaning of “future,” and say 
that it means “good/bad luck...but not yet.” In the final panel on page 133, 
Kuro-chan says she got “Matsu-kichi,” using the wrong pronunciation of the 
character sé In the final word balloon on the page, Uta corrects her. 


O-z6ni, page 137 
A lot of ceremonial, auspicious foods are eaten at New Year’s in Japan, and chief 
among them is 0-z6ni, a soup containing mochi rice cakes. 


No. 9, page 139 
Most shrines have their fortunes numbered, in part to help the shrine attendants 


quickly pull out the correct fortune slip for visitors. Kaoru has received a kyé or 
“bad luck” fortune. 


Charms, page 144 

Besides fortunes, the other popular thing to get on a New Year’s shrine visit is an 
o-mamori, or charm. O-mamori (the word literally means “protector”) are little 
pieces of fabric on which kanji characters are written or even embroidered; the 
characters indicate what benefits the charm confers over the next year. There are 
charms for every imaginable need, from quick recovery and success on school 
exams to safety while driving and protection from natural disasters. In principle, 
any old o-mamori should be returned to the shrine where you got them at the 
end of the year, where they will be ceremonially burned. 











The slow-burn queer romance that'll sweep you off your feet! 
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Hime is a picture-perfect high school princess, so when she accidentally injures a café 
manager named Mai, she’s willing to cover some shifts to keep her facade intact. To Hime’s 
surprise, the café is themed after a private school where the all-female staff always puts on 
their best act for their loyal customers. However, under the guidance of the most graceful 
girl there, Hime can’t help but blush and blunder! Beneath all the frills and 
laughter, Hime feels tension brewing as she finds out more about her new job 

: : KODANSHA 
and her budding feelings... MI 


“A quirky, fun comedy series... If you’re a yuri fan, or perhaps interested 
in getting into it but not sure where to start, this book is worth picking up.” 
— Anime UK News 


THE MAGICAL GIRL CLASSIC THAT BROUGHT A 
GENERATION OF READERS TO MANGA, NOW BACK INA 
DEFINITIVE, HARDCOVER COLLECTOR'S EDITION! 


CARDCAPTOR SAKURA 
SS Sf EDiITion 


* 
%* 


Ten-year-old Sakura Kinomoto 
lives a pretty normal life with 
her older brother, Toya, and 
widowed father, Fujitaka— 
until the day she discovers a 
strange book in her father’s 
library, and her life takes a 
magical turn... 





¢ A deluxe large-format 
hardcover edition 

of CLAMP’s shojo 

manga classic 

All-new foil-stamped cover 
art on each volume 
Comes with exclusive 
collectible art card 





Cardcaptor Sakura Collector's Edition © CLAMP « Shigatsu Tsuitachi Co., Ltd. / Kodansha Ltd. 






Witcl Hat 
Atelier 


A magical manga 
adventure for 
fans of Disney 
and Studio 
Ghibli! 





The magical adventure that took 
Japan by storm is finally here, 
from acclaimed DC and Marvel 
cover artist Kamome Shirahama! 


In a world where everyone takes wonders like magic spells 
and dragons for granted, Coco isa girl with a simple dream: 
She wants to be a witch. But everybody knows magicians 
are born, not made, and Coco was not born with a gift for 
magic. Resigned to her un-magical life, Coco is about to 
give up on her dream to become a witch...until the day 
she meets Qifrey, a mysterious, traveling magician. After 
secretly seeing Qifrey perform magic in a way she’s never 
seen before, Coco soon learns what everybody “knows” 
might not be the truth, and discovers that her magical 
dream may not be as far away as it may seem... 
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Magus of the Library © Mitsu Izumi/Kodansha Ltd. 


MITSU IZUMI 
STUNNING ARTWORK 
BRINGS A FANTASTICAL 
LITERARY ADVENTURE 
TO LUSH, 
THRILLING LIFE! 


Young Theo adores books, but the 
prejudice and hatred of his village 
keeps them ever out of his reach 
Then one day, he chances to meet 
Sedona, a traveling librarian who 
works for the great library of 
Aftzaak, City of Books, and 
his life changes forever... 











By Kazuhiro Fujita 
Deep in Scotland Yard in London sits an evidence room dedicated to the greatest 
mysteries of Britsh history. In this “Black Museum” sits a misshapen hunk of 
lead—two bullets fused together—the key to a wartime encounter between Florence 
Nightingale, the mother of modern nursing, and a supernatural Man in Grey. This 
story is unknown to most scholars of history, but a special guest of the museum will 
tell the tale of The Ghost and the Lady... 


Praise for Kazuhiro Fujita’s Ushio and Tora 
“A charming revival that combines a classic look with modern depth and pacing... Essential viewing 
both for curmudgeons and new fans alike.” — Anime News Network 
“GREAT! The first episode of Ushio and Tora captures the essence of '90s anime.” — IGN 
© Kazuhiro Fujita/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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26-year-old Nagisa Kataura has a secret. Transforming into 
her favorite anime and manga characters is her passion in life, 
and she’s earned great respect amongst her fellow cospayers. 
But to the rest of society, her 
hobby is a silly fantasy. As 
demands from both her office 
job and cosplaying begin to 
increase, she may one day have 
to make a tough choice— 
what’s more important to her, 
cosplay or being “normal”? 





© Yui Sakuma/Kodansha, Ltd. 
All rights reserved. 


Having lost his wife, high school teacher Kohei Inuzuka is doing his best to raise his young 
daughter Tsumugi as a single father. He's pretty bad at cooking and doesn’t have a huge 
appetite to begin with, but chance brings his little family together with one of his students, the 
lonely Kotori. The three of them are anything but comfortable in the kitchen, but the healing 
power of home cooking might just work on their grieving hearts. 


"This season’s number-one feel-good anime!" —Anime News Network 


"A beautifully-drawn story about comfort food and family and grief. Recommended." —Otaku 
USA Magazine 
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By Gido Amagakure 


KODANSHA ~ , & j 
COMICS, BE ido Fo nonce Ltd. All rights reserved. 



























A\SHARP NEW 
COMEDY ABOUT 
FEMALE FRIENDSHIP 
FROM THE|CREATOR 
OF PRINCESS 

JELLYFISH! 


“Anyone who enjoyed 
Bridget Jones’s Diary or Sex 
and the City is likely to find 
this manga irresistible.” 

— Otaku USA Magazine 
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Rinko has done everything she can to make it as a screenwriter. 

So at 33, she can’t help but lament over the fact that her career’s 
plateaued, she’s still painfully single, and spends most of her nights 
drinking with her two best friends. One night, drunk and delusional, 
Rinko swears to get married by the time the Tokyo Olympics roll 
around in 2020. But finding a man—or love—may be a cutthroat, 
dirty job for a romantic at heart! 


Se © Akiko Higashimura/Kodansha, Ltd. All rights reserved. 








In love, Ehere are 
no save points. 
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Bike HARO FORSOA 


by FUJITA 


Narumi has had it rough: Every boyfriend she’s had dumped her 
once they found out she was an otaku, so she’s gone to great 
lengths to hide it. At her new job, she bumps into Hirotaka, her 
childhood friend and fellow otaku. When Hirotaka almost gets 
her secret outed at work, she comes up with a plan to keep him 
quiet. But he comes up with a counter-proposal: 
Why doesn’t she just date him instead? 





© Fujita/Ichijinsha, Inc. All rights reserved. 





‘I'm pleasantly 
surprised to find 
modern shojo using 
cross-dressing as a 
dramatic device to deliver 
social commentary... 

Recommended. 








-Otaku USA 
Magazine 





Sy Elle os Vereereb eter ce) 
A drunkard for a father, a household of poverty... For 17-year-old Atsuko, 
misfortune is all she knows and believes in. Until one day, a chance 
encounter with Itaru-the wealthy heir of a huge corporation-changes 
everything. The two look identical, uncannily so. When Itaru curiously 
goes missing, Atsuko is roped into being his stand-in. There, in his shoes, 


Atsuko must parade like a prince in a palace. She encounters many new 
experiences, but at what cost...? 


© Hico Yamanaka/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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A collection of chilling new Parasyte stories from Japan’s top shojo artists! 


Parasites: shape:shifting aliens whose only purpose is to assimilate with and consume 
the human race... but do these monsters have a different side? A parasite becomes a 
prince to save his romance-obsessed female host from a dangerous stalker. Another 
hosts a cooking show, in which the real monsters are revealed. These and 13 more 
stories, from some of the greatest shojo manga artists alive today, 

together make up a chilling, funny, and entertaining tribute to one 

of manga’s horror classics! 


© Hitoshi lwaaki, Asumiko Nakamura, Ema Toyama, Miki Rinno, Lalako Kojima, Kaori Yuki, Banko 
Kuze, Yuuki Obata, Kashio, Yui Kuroe, Asia Watanabe, Mikimaki, Hikaru Suruga, Hajime Shinjo, 
Renjuro Kindaichi, Yuri Narushima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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If | Could Reach You volume 3 copyright © 2018 tMnR 
English translation copyright © 2020 tMnR 


All rights reserved. 
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